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VENEZUELA'S 1998 ELECTIONS. DIVIDED INTO THREE SECTIONS--CAMPAIGN 
NEWS TICKER, VIGNETTES, AND HIGH-FLYERS AND BOTTOM-FPEEDERS--WE HOPE 
TO USE THIS NOTEBOOK TO BRING YOU BREAKING NEWS, RUMORS AND INSIDER 
GOSSIP, AND PROFILES OF THE MANY POLITICAL HANDLERS, CAMPAIGN 
WORKERS, AND POLITICIANS WHO WILL MAKE THIS ELECTION HAPPEN. THIS 
NOTEBOOK IS DESIGNED TO COMPLEMENT OUR REGULAR POLITICAL REPORTING 
ON THE ELECTIONS, PROVIDING YOU A GLIMPSE OF THE "OFF CAMERA" 
POLITICS WHICH WILL NOT APPEAR ELSEWHERE. 


-- (U) VOTER REGISTRATION KICKED OFF APRIL 1. THE NATIONAL 
ELECTORAL COUNCIL HAS ITS WORK CUT OUT FOR IT, WITH OVER 3 MILLION 
VOTERS WHO MUST REGISTER BEFORE THE REGISTRATION PERIOD CLOSES ON 
JUNE 30. THIS VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE WILL COST AN ESTIMATED 2 
BILLION BOLIVARS, OR USD 4 MILLION. 


= {U) MINISTER OF INTERIOR JOSE GUILLERMO ANDUEZA SAID APRIL 3 
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THAT PROBLEMS AT ONI-DEX, THE GOV IDENTIFICATION CARD AND PASSPORT 
OFFICE, WILL BE RESOLVED IN TIME FOR THE ELECTIONS AND THAT NO 
VENEZUELAN'S ABILITY TO VOTE WILL BE AFFECTED. SHORTAGE OF ID CARD 
PAPER, PLASTIC LAMINATE, AND BROKEN DOWN MACHINERY HAD RAISED THE 
SPECTER OF MANY VENEZUELANS BEING TURNED AWAY FROM THE POLLS ON 
DECEMBER 6 FOR LACK OF A LAMINATED ID CARD, A REQUIREMENT FOR 
VOTING. IRENE SAEZ AND OTHERS HAVE URGED THE MINISTER TO ACT 
QUICKLY TO RESOLVE DOUBTS ABOUT ONI-DEX'S ABILITY TO MEET THE 
DEMAND FOR LAMINATED ID CARDS. CURRENTLY, 1.5 MILLION PEOPLE 
(APPROXIMATELY 10 PERCENT OF THE ELIGIBLE ELECTORATE), NEED ID 
CARDS. TO BACK UP ANDUEZA'S WORDS, ONI-~DEX HEAD CLARA PEREZ 
ANNOUNCED THAT HER OFFICE WOULD SET UP A SPECIAL HOURS AND MOBILE 
UNITS, BEGINNING APRIL 15, TO MEET THE DEMAND FOR ID CARDS. 


=o (U) HUGO CHAVEZ SHRUGGED OFF HARSH WORDS BY CARLOS ANDRES 
PEREZ (THIS WAS BEFORE CAP'S MOST RECENT HOUSE ARREST UNDER THE 
CHARGE OF “ILLEGAL ENRICHMENT". LINKED TO BANK ACCOUNTS HELD BY HIS 
MISTRESS IN NEW YORK). CAP HAD CALLED CHAVEZ A COUPSTER AND 
AUTHORITARIAN, COMPARING HIM TO HITLER AND MUSSOLINI, WHO WOULD 
LEAD VENEZUELA INTO CHAOS AND VIOLENCE. CHAVEZ SAID, "I DON'T 
RESPOND TO CRAZY OR IGNORANT PEOPLE," AN ATTITUDE, CHAVEZ NOTED, HE 
LEARNED FROM READING "ECCLESIASTES, ONE OF THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE." 


= (U) CHAVEZ MIGHT CLAIM HE READS THE BIBLE, BUT IRENE LEFT NO 
DOUBT ABOUT HER RELIGIOUS CONVICTIONS DURING HOLY WEEK. HER 
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SCHEDULE BEGAN SUNDAY, APRIL 5, WITH A MASS IN EL VALLE AT 11:00 IN 

THE MORNING. ON WEDNESDAY SHE WENT TO MORNING MASS IN CUA, AND 

ENDED THE DAY WITH A HIGH MASS AT THE BASILICA OF SAINT TERESA AND 

THEN ACCOMPANIED A PROCESSION AROUND THE CHURCH. ON HOLY THURSDAY 

SHE PAID VISITS TO SIX CHURCHES: EL RECREO, SAN JOSE DEL AVILA, 

SAN JUDAS TADEO, ALTAGRACIA, SAGRADO CORAZON, LA CANDELARIA, SANTA. 
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ROSALIA, LA MILAGROSA, AND PRADO DE MARIA. ON GOOD FRIDAY SHE 
ATTENDED MASS IN EL PEDREGAL AND THEN PARTICIPATED IN THE 
PROCESSION OF THE HOLY TOMB. SHE THEN TRAVELED TO PETARE, WHERE 
SHE WITNESSED A PROCESSION AND PASSION PLAY IN THAT BARRIO. 


-- (U)} IRENE, TAKING A PAGE FROM THE CAMPAIGN NOTEBOOKS OF 
AMERICAN POLITICIANS, SAID SHE WOULD PAY FOR ANTI-POVERTY PROGRAMS 
FROM THE SAVINGS SHE WOULD MAKE BY "REDUCING THE SIZE OF THE 
BUREAUCRACY." SHE COMPLAINED THAT "THERE ARE MANY PEOPLE EARNING 
SALARIES IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR WHO DON'T WORK." 


== (UW) CHAVEZ WAS OUT CAMPAIGNING IN CARACAS RECENTLY BUT HAD 
SOME TROUBLE GETTING PEOPLE TO COME TO A RALLY HE HELD IN RUIZ 
PINEDA BEFORE STARTING A WALK THROUGH THE NEIGHBORHOOD. WHEN ASKED 
ABOUT THE LACK OF PEOPLE, HE RESPONDED, "I HAVEN'T COUNTED THOSE 
PRESENT. I AM WALKING AND GREETING PEOPLE. WE DIDN'T ATTEMPT TO 
CALL TOGETHER A LOT OF PEOPLE. BESIDES, WHAT'S IMPORTANT IS THE 
ENTHUSIASM OF THE PEOPLE, NOT THE NUMBER." 


-- (U) AMERICAN POLITICAL CONSULTANT DAVID GARTH, A LONG-TIME 
ADVISOR TO COPEI PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES, IS WORKING FOR IRENE 
SAEZ. ANOTHER EXPERIENCED AMERICAN CONSULTANT, JOE NAPOLITAN, IS 
WORKING FOR LUIS ALFARO AND THE DEMOCRATIC ACTION PARTY. 
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2.  (U) THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL (CNE) RAN INTO SOME PUBLIC 
TROUBLE WHEN SLOW ADMINISTRATIVE WORK BY PRESIDENT RAFAEL PARRA 
PEREZ PROVOKED FELLOW CNE BOARD MEMBERS TO ATTEMPT TO DEVOLVE HIS 
ADMINISTRATIVE POWERS TO RELEVANT SECTION HEADS WITHIN THE CNE. 
TROUBLE STARTED BREWING WHEN PARRA SAT ON A CNE BOARD DECISION TO 
BEGIN A SCRUBBING OF CNE EMPLOYMENT ROLLS, BEGINNING WITH RETIRED 
PERSONNEL WHO ARE STILL DRAWING SALARIES. THE CNE HAS LONG BEEN A 
DUMPING GROUND FOR POLITICAL PARTIES, AND SOME RETIRED CNE 
EMPLOYEES ARRANGED TO BE HIRED BACK BY CNE ON A CONTRACT BASIS. 
THE BOARD, IN AN EFFORT TO REDUCE PARTY INFLUENCE WITHIN THE CNE 
ADMINISTRATIVE APPARATUS, AND REDUCE PERSONNEL COSTS, SET ITS 
SIGHTS ON RETIRING THOSE WHO ARE ALREADY RETIRED. THIS INCLUDES 17 
OF 23 "DELEGATES," OR HEADS OF STATE AND REGIONAL CNE OFFICES. 
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3. (U) POLITICAL PARTIES WERE QUICK TO JUMP INTO THE FRAY, 
ALLEGING THAT SOME BOARD MEMBERS WERE TRYING TO STUFF THE CNE WITH 
"INDEPENDENTS" AT THE EXPENSE OF PARTY MEMBERS. COPEI, WHICH THE 
PRESS HAS ACCUSED OF HAVING A TOO COZY RELATIONSHIP WITH PARRA, 
SOUGHT TO DRAW ATTENTION AWAY FROM PARRA'S LESS-THAN-AGGRESSIVE 
LEADERSHIP BY CALLING FOR THE FIRING OF CNE STAFF DIRECTOR ROBERTO 
CHANG MOTA, AN ACCOMPLISHED AND WELL-RESPECTED CNE EMPLOYEE WHO IS 
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4. (C)} THE PRESS’S EFFORTS TO WHIP UP A CONFLICT BOTH WITHIN AND 
WITHOUT THE CNE WERE RESISTED BY CNE BOARD MEMBERS. WE MET WITH 
MIRIAM KORNBLITH THE WEEK BEFORE THE PRESS. REPORTED ON CNE'S 
"LEADERSHIP CRISIS," AND SHE STAYED WELL CLEAR OF THIS ISSUE, AS 
DID ALFREDO DIAZ AND CHANG MOTA. ON APRIL 7 THE CNE BOARD VOTED TO 
MOVE AHEAD WITH STAFF REDUCTION, CALLING FOR THE RESIGNATIONS OF 
ALL STATE AND REGIONAL CNE OFFICE HEADS, ANNOUNCING AN EXAMINATION 
. PROCESS TO HIRE CNE EMPLOYEES, AND VOWING TO CUT CNE'S 2,200 PERSON 


- STAFF BY HALF. : 


WHAT DO THE CHURCH, PRESIDENT CLINTON, AND ARTURO USLAR PIETRI HAVE 
IN COMMON? 


5. (U) A PRIVATELY-COMMISSIONED SURVEY BY THE DATOS INFORMATION 
RESOURCES COMPANY SOUGHT TO DETERMINE WHAT WOULD CAUSE A CANDIDATE 
TO WIN OR LOSE VOTES. TWO THOUSAND PEOPLE WERE ASKED THIS 
QUESTION: IN THE EVENT CERTAIN PERSONS OR PARTIES WERE TO SUPPORT 
A CANDIDATE, IN YOUR OPINION, AND FROM THE FOLLOWING LIST OF 
PERSONALITIES AND POLITICAL, DO YOU THINK THEY WOULD HELP A 
CANDIDATE WIN OR LOSE VOTES? 


6. (U) FIRST PLACE ON THE LIST OF WHICH PERSON OR INSTITUTION 
WOULD HELP A CANDIDATE IS THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, FOLLOWED BY ARTURO 
USLAR PIETRI AND PRESIDENT CLINTON. 


7. (U) FIRST PLACE ON THE LIST OF WHICH PERSON OR INSTITUTION 
WOULD LOSE A CANDIDATE VOTES IS CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ, FOLLOWED BY 


CONVERGENCIA (THE PARTY OF PRESIDENT CALDERA) AND THE RADICAL CAUSE 
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8. (U) THE COMPLETE RESULTS OF THE POLL ARE: 


PERSONS OR INSTITUTIONS 


WHICH WOULD HELP A CANDIDATE: 


PERSON/ PERCENT OF THOSE WHO THINK 
ENTITY THIS PERSON/ENTITY WOULD HELP 
THE CHURCH 52 
ARTURO USLAR PIETRI 45 
PRESIDENT CLINTON 40 - 
GEN. PEREZ JIMENENZ. 39 
DEMOCRATIC ACTION PARTY 36 
CONFEDERATION OF VENEZUELAN 
WORKERS 32 
SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY’ 32 
MOVEMENT TOWARDS SOCIALISM 32 
FEDECAMARAS (VENEZUELAN 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE) 25 
CONVERGENICA 25 
RADICAL CAUSE PARTY 25 
CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ 22 
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CIA WASHDC 

DIA WASHDC 

USIA WASHDC 1538 
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PERSON OR INSTITUTIONS WHICH WOULD HURT A CANDIDATE: 


PERSON/ PERCENT OF THOSE WHO THINK 
ENTITY THIS PERSON/ENTITY WOULD HURT 
CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ 61 

CONVERGENCIA 57 

RADICAL CAUSE PARTY 56 

SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY 54 

DEMOCRATIC ACTION PARTY 51 

FEDECAMARAS (VENEZUELAN 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE) 51 

MOVEMENT TOWARDS SOCIALISM 49 

CONFEDERATION OF VENEZUELAN 

WORKERS 44 

GEN. PEREZ JIMENEZ 38 

PRESIDENT CLINTON 33 

ARTURO USLAR PIETRI 31 

THE CHURCH 26 


VENEZUELAN POLITICS AND CYBERNAUTS 
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9. (U) FOR THE COMPUTER LITERATE AND INTERNET PROFICIENT READERS, 
WE PROVIDE A LIST OF WORTHWHILE WEB SITES ON SOME OF THE 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES AND ELECTIONS-RELATED ISSUES: 
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POLITICAL PARTY WEB SITES: 
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-- ACCION DEMOCRATICA: WWW.AD.ORG.VE 


alee COPEI: WWW.COPEI.ORG 


as MAS: WWW.MAS-CONGRESO .ORG 


= I.R.E.N.E: WWW.IRENE.ORG 


VENEZUELAN POLITICIANS: 


a CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ: 


ie LEWIS PEREZ: 


-- HUGO CHAVEZ: WWW. VEN.NET/FUNDAPATRIA/CHAVEZ.HTM 


WWW. DATASTRATEGIA.COM/LEWIS 


RELATED INSTITUTIONS: 


= CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES: 


a= SENATE: WWW.PARLAMENTO.GOV.VE/SENADO2.HTM 


WWW. CARLOSANDRESPEREZ.ORG ” 


WWW. DIPUTADOS .GOV. VE/ 


-- CONGRESS: WWW.PARLAMENTO.GOV.VE/ 


== CONSTITUTION : 


Page: 


WWW. ANALITICA .COM/BIDBLIO/VENEZ/CONST .HTM 


=< COPRE: WWW. PLATINO.GOV.VE/UNDERCON.HTM 
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== HUMAN RIGHTS: 


am RAUL LEONI NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR POLITICAL STUDIES: 
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WWW . DERECHOS . ORG . VE 


WWW. DATOSESTRATEGIA.COM 


-- FUNDAPATRIA: WWW. VEN.NET/FUNDAPATRIA 


NEWSPAPERS : 


-- 2001: WWW.2001.COM.VE/ 


-< DIARIO EL GLOBO: 


a ECONOMIA HOY: 


WWW. BL-GLOBO.COM 


WWW . ECONOMIAHOY . COM 
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a EL NACIONAL: WWW.EL-NACIONAL.COM 
-- EL UNIVERSAL: WWW. EL-UNIVERSAL . COM 
VENEZUELAN SERVERS: 

-- HWW. AUYANTEPUY . COM 


-- WWW. CHEVERE . COM 


CONFIDENTIAL 
NNNNPTQ8004 
CONFIDENTIAL PTQ8004 
PAGE 01 CARACA 01224 04 OF 05 2212052 


ACTION ARA-01 


INFO LOG-00 ACDA-08 ACDE-00 AID-00 ACQ-01 CEA-01 
DODE-00 DOEE-00 SRPP-00 DS-00 EB-00 EXIM-01 


FRB-00 H-O1 TEDE-00 INR-0O ITC-61 LAB-O1 

ADS-00 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 OMB-01 OPIC-01 PA-00 

PRS-00 P-00 CIO-06 SP-00 SSO-00 STR-00 

T-00 PMB-00 DSCc-00 DRL-04 G-00 FDIC-01 
/023W 


on nee e renee nnn -- 35E239 2212072 /38 


R 220132Z APR 98 ZDK 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0439 
INFO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
USCINCSO MIAMI PL 

CIA WASHDC 

DIA WASHDC 

USIA WASHDC 1539 

USDOC WASHDC 2781 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 04 OF 05 CARACAS 001224 
E.O. 12958: DECL: 4/17/08 
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, ECON, EFIN, VE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 


n/a 
CONFIDENTIAL 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Page: 325 


CTME~00 
E-00 
L-O01 
PM-00 
TRSE-00 
SAS-00 


Pag» 


UNCLASSIFIED 


CONFIDENTIAL Page: 326 
n/a 


PAGE 02 CARACA 01224 04 OF 05 2212052 

SUBJECT: WHATEVER IT TAKES TO WIN: A VENEZUELAN CAMPAIGN NOTEBOOK, 

ISSUE 4 (MARCH 30-APRIL 13) 

-- WWW. YUADA.COM.VE 

== WWW. PIRANHA.COM. VE 


== WWW. BUHO.EUD.COM 
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